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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 02927 280434Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 L-03 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 /051 W 

280435Z 022589/20 

R 280147Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0292 
INFO AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 2927 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, AS 

SUB J : END OF TRANSPORT WORKERS STRIKE 

REF: CANBERRA 2902 

1 . THE VICTORIAN BRANCH OF TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION (TWU) 

ENDED THEIR 13-DAY STRIKE ON APRIL 28 ACCEPTING ARBITRATION 
COMMISSION TERMS. THESE TERMS DO NOT INCLUDE ANY RISE IN BASE 
PAY FOR DRIVERS BUT THEY DO IMPROVE OVERTIME PAYMENTS AND 
INCREASE OTHER SPECIAL PAYMENTS. THE GOA WILL ACCEPT THE 
SETTLEMENT BECAUSE THE STRIKE WAS SETTLED WITHOUT GRANTING 
ANY MAJOR CLAIMS INCLUDING COMPENSATION FOR MEDIBANK CHARGES. 

2. THE TWO WORKERS’ AGREEMENT TO RETURN TO WORK LARGELY BROUGHT 
ABOUT BY: (1) STRONG PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT OPPOSITION TO THEIR 
STRIKE ACTION; (2) CONCILIATORY EFFORTS OF ACTU PRESIDENT 

BOB HAWKE, AND; (3) THE FACT THAT THEY MADE SOME REAL GAINS - 
ESTIMATED BY THE OIL INDUSTRY AT DOLS 8-12 PER WEEK - IN 
SPITE OF CURRENT "VOLUNTARY "WAGE AND PRICE FREEZE. 
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